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Martinez, CA 94553  

 
 

Request to Transfer Jurisdiction from Alameda LAFCO to Contra Costa LAFCO  

Annexations to East Bay Municipal Utility District and West County Wastewater District  

Castro Ranch Road – El Sobrante  
 

Dear Members of the Commission:  
 

When a change of organization (e.g., annexation) to a multi-county special district is proposed, the Cortese-

Knox-Hertzberg Act (CKH) vests exclusive jurisdiction with the commission of the principal county, that 

is, the commission in the county having the largest portion of assessed value within the subject district. 

Alameda and Contra Costa LAFCOs have several special districts which cross county boundary lines. 
 

The CKH (Government Code §§56123, 56124, 56387, 56388) provides a mechanism to transfer jurisdiction 

of such proposals to a commission other than the commission of the principal county. In order to transfer 

jurisdiction of a change of organization, the commission of the principal county must agree to relinquish 

jurisdiction and designate a specific commission to assume jurisdiction. The commission so designated 

must agree to assume exclusive jurisdiction.  
 

In addition to State laws that govern boundary changes and the transfer of jurisdiction, Alameda and Contra 

Costa LAFCOs adopted Procedures for Processing Multi-County Changes of Organization or 

Reorganization – Alameda and Contra Costa LAFCOs in 1997. Alameda and Contra Costa LAFCOs have 

a history of transferring jurisdiction for both boundaries and spheres of influence (SOIs) in accordance with 

the adopted procedures and State law.  
 

On March 28, 2024, Contra Costa LAFCO received an application to annex the subject property to the East 

Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) and to West County Wastewater District (WCWD) in order to 

receive municipal water and sewer services. The subject property is within the EBMUD and WCWD 

spheres of influence (SOIs); and both districts have agreed to serve the property.  The property (APN 432-

040-004-9) is located in unincorporated El Sobrante, totals 97.62+ acres, and is outside the Urban Limit 

Line. The applicant/landowner proposes to build one single family home and potentially small-scale 

farming (i.e., bees, chickens, goats).  








