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Seven Bay Area schools
are among the 28 in Califor-
nia recognized as 2021 Na-
tional Blue Ribbon Schools
by U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion Miguel A. Cardona.

The prestigious designa-

tion is based on students’
graduation rates, academic
performance and nar-
rowing achievement gaps
among students, accord-
ing to the Department of
Education.

The seven Bay Area
schools awarded this year
are:

• Dr. T.J. Owens Gilroy Early
College Academy, Gilroy
• Burton Valley Elementary
School, Lafayette
• Saint Simon Parish School,
Los Altos
• Technology High School,
Rohnert Park
• Ross Elementary School,
Ross
• Chinese Immersion School
at DeAvila, San Francisco
• Challenger School — Ber-

ryessa, San Jose
“We are ecstatic that

GECA has been recog-
nized with an award of
this caliber,” said Gilroy
Unified School District Su-
perintendent Dr. Deborah
A. Flores said in a state-
ment Tuesday. “On behalf
of the board of education,
I want to commend the
GECA staff and students
for their commitment to
educational excellence. We

are proud of your efforts in
the classroom and in our
community.

“I am so proud of our
students, faculty and par-
ents for all their hard
work, which resulted in
our school receiving this
honor,” said Ann Ko-
zlovsky, principal of Saint
Simon Parish School. “The
last 18 months have been a
difficult time during which
our entire community has

demonstrated incredible
determination and resil-
ience to provide an out-
standing education for our
children.”

The National Blue Rib-
bon Schools Program has
honored more than 9,000
schools in its 39 years.
The department will rec-
ognize 302 public and 23
private schools this year
at an awards ceremony in
Washington, D.C., Nov. 4-5.

HONORING TOP SCHOOLS

Seven in Bay Area win prestigious designation
28 California schools were recognized
as 2021 National Blue Ribbon Schools

By Brian Rokos
and Summer Lin
Staff writers

A 52-year-old Fremont
man died early Monday
morning when the pickup

he was driving drifted
into oncoming traffic near
Hemet and collided with a
semitruck, the California
Highway Patrol said.

The crash was reported
at 6:45 a.m. on Warren

Road, a heavily traveled
highway with one lane in
each direction separated
by a double yellow line.

Jeffrey David Friday, 52,
of Fremont was driving a
white Chevrolet Silverado

heading north on Warren
south of Esplanade Avenue
when the truck crossed the
line, said Officer Matt Na-
pier, a CHP spokesman.
The driver of the semi

swerved, but the left front
of the pickup struck the left
front of the semitruck, Na-
pier said.

Both vehicles were trav-
eling at about the posted

55 mph speed limit, Na-
pier said.

The driver of the semi
wasn’t injured, and there
were no passengers in ei-
ther vehicle, Napier said.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Fremont man dies when his pickup hits semitruck

By Tony Hicks
Bay City News Foundation

The Contra Costa Fire
Protection District will an-
nex the East Contra Costa
Fire Protection District,
both districts announced
Monday.

Each district’s board
of directors approved the
move, which now must be
submitted to the Contra
Costa Local Agency For-
mation Commission for
formal approval.

The move will bring
128,000 residents of east-
ern Contra Costa County
under the purview of the

larger district. The move
is expected to take four to
six months, followed by the
operational and adminis-
terial consolidation of the
two districts.

“I am so excited and
proud of the teamwork
that has brought us to
this point,” Diane Burgis,
the District 3 supervisor
on the county Board of Su-
pervisors, said in a state-
ment. “With the Contra
Costa County Board of Su-
pervisors acting as the Con
Fire board unanimously
approving the request to
formally apply for annex-
ation of ECCFPD, and the

ECCFPD board voting
unanimously to move for-
ward, we are a giant step
closer to providing im-
proved fire and rescue ser-
vices in East Contra Costa
County.”

The move is expected
to help what East Contra
Costa Fire Protection Dis-
trict Board President Brian
Oftedal said historically
has been an underfunded
district.

“Annexation will im-
prove response times, open
fire stations and provide a
paramedic level of service
for our communities,” Of-
tedal said in a statement.

EAST CONTRA COSTA

Con Fire agrees to annex
Fire Protection District

Schedule Your
Tour Today!

now open!

(707) 653-4728
cathy@glencoveseniorliving.com
www.glencoveseniorliving.com/welcomehome

140 Glen Cove Marina Rd., Vallejo
License # 486803921

The Lodge at Glen Cove is
the newest luxury senior
care community in
Vallejo, specializing in
Independent Living,
Assisted Living,
and Memory Care.

925-860-7270
9301 Fircrest Lane, Suite 5, San Ramon
dentalimplants.sanramonperio.com

$99 consultation
for the first 17 callers
Includes exam and x-rays. A $499 value*
*Cannot be combined with any other offer or insurance.
Exp. 9/30/2021.

Eat, talk,
laugh
and smile
with
confidence
Dental implants are the permanent solution to missing teeth and loose dentures

®

PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL & CLEAN
Full Service Plumbing, Drain & Sewer Cleaning

Residential & Commercial
Experts In Drain Cleaning

Free In-Home Estimates

24/7 EmErgEncy SErvicES

nEvEr An OvErTimE cHArgE

Financing Available
Easy Payment Options

Lic. #1028886
www.RooterHero.com (408) 809-0107

Any Repair of
$500 or More

Not Valid With Any Other
Offers Call For Details.

Free
Camera Inspection
With Any Standard
Price Drain Cleaning

Expires 9/30/2021 Expires 9/30/2021

$50OFF

Senior
Military
Discount

covid-19
Essential
Services.

Restrictions
May Apply
Be a Hero, practice
social distancing

Have a Clogged drain?
24/7 $77 Drain cleaning

$77
Residential Homes Only
With Proper Access,

Up To 75 Ft.
Yard Drains
Not Included.

Expires 9/30/2021

Drain Cleaning

Cannot Be Combined With
Any Other Offer.

Cannot Be Combined With
Any Other Offer.
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	Con Fire Agrees to Annex Fire Protection District
	11th-hour water agency bid for huge Bay Area cattle ranch fell short



