Guidelines for Plan for Providing Public Services


The purpose of the plan for services is to describe how a proposed project will be implemented if approved.  LAFCO relies on applicants and service providers to document the ability to provide service for areas proposed for annexation.  A Plan for Services is required pursuant to Government Code §56653 for any boundary change.  The Plan should describe and explain the municipal services needed, capacity (e.g., service units, capacity analysis), adequacy and cost, how the services will be funded, and how these services will be affected by the proposed LAFCO project.  


The Plan for Services is part of the LAFCO application and should be accompanied by the “Will Serve” letter(s), “Facility Improvement letter(s)” or some other written documentation verifying the ability of the service provider(s) to serve the area proposed for annexation.


The Plan should describe size, location, capacity, facilities and infrastructure needed to serve the site proposed for annexation (at the densities assigned by the land use authority).  For example: 

· Water service would include a description of existing and needed water distribution lines, storage and water rights (secured or otherwise).  

· Wastewater service would include a description of existing and needed distribution lines, wastewater treatment facilities, pump stations and other infrastructure designed to transport and/or treat waste.

· Fire and emergency services would identify existing and needed fire stations, engines, personnel and equipment to serve the site.

The Plan for Services should in general terms explain how the proposed services tie into the agency’s master plans, capital improvement plans and overall agency operations. 

In addition, the Plan should include any conditions of service required by the land use agency, such as development approval conditions, facility/impact charges, facility improvement requirements, fire flow requirements, dedications of land, etc.

We encourage the applicant to include other material to support the Plan for Services, such as cost-benefit analyses, water management plans, maps showing location of infrastructure, etc.

The table below will help summarize the Plan for Services.

	Service


	Current Provider
	Proposed Provider
	Describe Level/Range of Service to be Provided
	Approx. date service will be available
	Method to finance  service

	Water
	
	
	
	
	

	Sewer
	
	
	
	
	

	Police
	
	
	
	
	

	Fire
	
	
	
	
	

	Streets
	
	
	
	
	

	Drainage
	
	
	
	
	

	Parks & Rec
	
	
	
	
	

	Refuse
	
	
	
	
	

	Streetlighting
	
	
	
	
	

	Roads
	
	
	
	
	

	Library
	
	
	
	
	

	Other services (list)
	
	
	
	
	


