State court upholds dissolution of East Bay
healthcare district by Phillip Lewis March 15, 2022 Global Circulate

A small East Contra Costa-based healthcare district has lost its judicial appeal to keep operating.
The California Supreme Court denied Los Medanos Community Healthcare District’s appeal last
week, resulting in its dissolution as of March 10.
Not affected is the operation of the Pittsburg Health Center, which the Contra Costa County
Health Services department has run since 1998 and remains open with no changes to regular,
ongoing services for patient care, according to officials.
Formed by a vote of local residents in 1948 to build and run a community hospital, the district
has continued to operate even after Los Medanos Community Hospital closed in 1994. Since
then, the district has overseen the distribution of various grants to health-related local programs,
a task that critics say Contra Costa County could do with fewer costs.
“The court action means we can lower overhead costs significantly and increase grant funding
for the benefit of residents’ healthcare priorities and needs in the former District area,”
Supervisor Federal Glover, whose District 5 represents the communities, said in a news release.
“We will be able to make a bigger difference for our residents.”
The healthcare district had served a largely disadvantaged community of more than 97,000
people in Pittsburg, Bay Point and parts of Antioch, Concord and Clayton, whose residents pay it
special taxes. It also was one of the major contributors to the Pittsburg RotaCare clinic, which
provides free medical services to the uninsured.
But several critical grand jury reports criticized the district, saying it spent too much on
administrative costs, duplicated services and didn’t effectively track its programs.

The Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors first asked LAFCO – an agency partly
responsible for streamlining government entities – to dissolve the district and transfer all of its
assets and debts to the county in 2018. LAFCO approved the action on Sept. 12, 2018, but the
district responded by obtaining 10,594 valid protest signatures to stop dissolution, though it was
later told the effort came up 419 votes short.
A coalition of residents and nonprofits tried to save the district, holding rallies and posting on
social media, suggesting the district funds community programs that would otherwise not get
funded.
They also opposed the-Assemblyman Jim Frazier’s proposed 2021 bill, AB903, to eliminate the
district, which later died in a state senate committee.
The county superior court, though, twice sided with the district in 2019 and in 2020, but LAFCO
appealed and the recent state supreme court action sealed the dissolution order.
“This has been a thoughtful process to ensure that the community’s needs and concerns are
addressed,” Supervisor Karen Mitchoff, board chair, said. “The county will allocate 90% of
funds to health-related programs and establish a reserve fund to help ensure that programs are
sustainable moving forward.”
In preparation for the transfer, last week the board of supervisors established the Los Medanos
Healthcare Advisory Committee, which will make recommendations for grant funding to meet
healthcare priorities of residents in the former District area.
The committee will be composed of seven members, including five community members who
work or live in the Los Medanos area and two healthcare professionals.
“The targeted, coordinated approach to how we focus funding will help us do more for residents
in the former District area to improve their health and how they receive healthcare,” Glover said.
Patient care and services at the Pittsburg Health Center will not be impacted, officials said,
noting patients should continue to schedule their medical appointments and seek services at the
Pittsburg Health Center as is normal.
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