
 
 

 

 
"William Shryer" <wshryer@behaviorquest.com>  
09/20/2009 07:47 AM   
 
To<ltexe@lafco.cccounty.us>  
cc 
 
Subject 
Green Valley Pool 
 
 
 
Lou Ann Texeira  
LAFCO Executive Officer  
   
Lou Ann,  
   
It was with incredulity that I received a flyer from the Green Valley Pool with the news 
that the LAFCO is taking under consideration the possibility of closing the pool and 
dissolving the Green Valley Recreation and Park District.  While a few LAFCO may feel 
this is not a wise use of government funds, I guess they forgot that the people are the 
government and not LAFCO.  This is one of the central features of our neighborhood 
and it is used daily on a year round basis for many purposes for parents dropping their 
kids off to Green Valley elementary School, all summer for kids to have a safe and 
supervised place to play and the list goes on.  Community ambiance is an important 
part of the Danville Community and we would urge you to keep what’s good in a 
neighborhood and not ruin something by selling it off to developers, which is one 
possibility that could happen.  Please consider the people who make up the community 
and want to keep one of our little gems for the good of the cause.  
   
All the best,  
   
William Shryer DCSW, LCSW  
Clinical Director  
Diablo Behavioral Healthcare  
Danville, CA  94506  
925-648-4800  
www.behaviorquest.com  
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LOCAL AGENCY A
A FORMATION COMMISSIONChair Gayle Uilkema and Commissioners

Contra Costa Local Agency Formation Commission
65 I Pine Street, 61h Floor
Martinez, CA 94553

September 15, 2009

John and Jane VanderWerf
212 Oak Road
Alamo,CA 94507

Re: Green Valley Recreation and Park District

Dear Chair Uilkema and Commissioners:

We are strong supporters of the Green Valley Pool! Please DO NOT vote to
reduce the Green Valley Recreation and Park District sphere of influence to a zero
sphere. This would lead to dissolution of the Green Valley Recreation and Park District
and closure ofour pool. We are happy with the way things are and do not want anything
to change. Our pool is small. 22 feet x 50 feet, and therefore would not succeed if
privately owned and funded entirely by user fees. This pool has been the heart of.the
Cameo Acres neighborhood in Danville for close to 60 years. We live in a neighborhood
close by that does not have a pool in every back yard.

Our II-year old daughter, Kelly, who went to school at Green Valley and now
goes to Los Cerros, has made lifelong memories swimming with her friends at Green
Valley Pool. Movies under the stars and Friday night dinners will be a thing of the past if
Green Valley Pool is closed. Please consider the value that this pool adds to our
community. It is truly a unique place where adults and kids alike can gather to have fun
and relax. But perhaps most importantly, it is a place where adults and kids can form
lifelong friendships and that is what building a good community is all about. That little
pool's value is truly immeasurable.

Sincerely,



Some of Our Memories from Green Valley Pool
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Please Commissioners don't take away this pool from this communityl
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Bob & Carolyn Espinosa <stewgotts@sbcglobal.net>  
09/21/2009 02:34 PM   
 
 
To: LTexe@lafco.cccounty.us  
Cc:  
Subject: Green Valley Pool 
 
 
 

 

 
 
We are residents of Danville and live near the Green Valley Pool. 
We have lived here since 1964 and have enjoyed the pool with our 
neighbors and children since then. 
Please to not change the Green Valley Recreation and Park 
District (GVRPD).  It is a very effective use of government for 
us. 
 
Carolyn and Bob Espinosa 
180 Maiden Lane 
Danville, CA 94526 
925-837-7588 
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Sara Selway
134 Arroyo Dr

Danville CA 94526

September 14, 2009

Chair Gayle Uilkema and Commissioners
Contra Costa Local Agency Formation Commission
651 Pine Street, 6th Floor
Martinez, CA 94553

Re: Green Valley Recreation and Park District

Dear Chair Uilkema and Commissioners:

I am a strong supporter of the Green Valley Pool! Please DO NOT vote to reduce
the Green Valley Recreation and Park District sphere of influence to a zero sphere. This
would lead to dissolution ofthe Green Valley Recreation and Park District and closure of
our pool. We are happy with the way things are and do not want anything to change.
Our pool is small. 22 feet x 50 feet, and therefore would not succeed if privately owned
and funded entirely by user fees. This pool has been the heart of the Cameo Acres
neighborhood in Danville for close to 60 years. We live in a neighborhood that does not
have a pool in every back yard.

Our children make lifelong memories swimming at Green Valley Pool. Movies
under the stars and Friday night dinners will be a thing ofthe past if we have Green
Valley Pool taken away from us. Please consider our quaint neighborhood full of young
families just starting out who look forward to the time spent with family and friends at
our neighborhood pool.

Sincerely,

da{dJ~
Your Name





Brian P. McDonough
100 Feliz Ct.

Danville, CA. 94526

September 25,2009

Chair Gayle Uilkema and Commissioners
Contra Costa Local Agency Formation Commission
651 Pine Street, 6th Floor
Martinez,Ca. 94553

Re: GREEN VALLEY RECREATION AND PARK DISTRICT (GVRAPD)

Dear Chair Uilkema and Commissioners;

It is with dismay that I write you about the proposal to dissolve the GVRAPD. I am most aware of the need
for government to find ways to reduce costs. I am also aware that government never looks within to save, it
is easier to target the people who pay for government.

I am sure you are not aware of the history of the pool. The people who were the first residents of Cameo
used this as the central recreation area since there were no public parks or pools in the area. Some of these
original residents are still around, and some of there children live in the area. Many of the parks features are
merit badge projects of Boy Scouts who grew up there. The pool languished for a number of years until a
single mom in the neighborhood breathed new life into it thru her efforts to form GVRAPD. Since that time
thru grants and other forms of fund raising the facility is the attractive place you see now. What you don't
see are the volunteers who put in the time to produce that neighborhood gem.

Having raised my kids at this neighborhood gem I hoped to continue that with my grand children. As one
of the volunteers in the early nineties I was responseable for the addition of the wading pool which my
grand- daughter so enjoys today.

The people who live in Cameo pay the same taxes as any other resident in Danville, however they receive
less for their money. We pay for street lights yet there are no streetlights in this neighborhood and you
should be aware we pay for sidewalks, which are absent also. We alone pay for the park not the whole of
The Town of Danville, and I have never heard of a Cameo resident complain of the tax for this special
district.

I ask that the commissioners look long and hard at the chance of making a short-sighted decision before
looking at the long term affects to the people they think they are helping.

Very truly yours



Rebecca Lantz  
207 Verde Mesa Dr 
Danville, CA 94526 

 
 

September 25, 2009 
 

 
Chair Gayle Uilkema and Commissioners 
Contra Costa Local Agency Formation Commission 
651 Pine Street, 6th Floor 
Martinez, CA 94553 
 
Re: Green Valley Recreation and Park District 

 
Dear Chair Uilkema and Commissioners: 
 

I am a strong supporter of the Green Valley Pool!  Please DO NOT vote to reduce 
the Green Valley Recreation and Park District sphere of influence to a zero sphere.  This 
would lead to dissolution of the Green Valley Recreation and Park District and closure of 
our pool.  We are happy with the way things are and do not want anything to change.  
Our pool is small. 22 feet x 50 feet, and therefore would not succeed if privately owned 
and funded entirely by user fees.  This pool has been the heart of the Cameo Acres 
neighborhood in Danville for close to 60 years.  We live in a neighborhood that does not 
have a pool in every back yard.   
 

Our children make lifelong memories swimming at Green Valley Pool.  Movies 
under the stars and Friday night dinners will be a thing of the past if we have Green 
Valley Pool taken away from us.  Please consider our quaint neighborhood full of young 
families just starting out who look forward to the time spent with family and friends at 
our neighborhood pool. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rebecca Lantz and the whole Lantz Family 
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morgan* <mismarysunshine@sbcglobal.net>  
09/27/2009 09:09 AM   
 
To: LTexe@lafco.cccounty.us  
Cc:  
 
Subject: Save the Green Valley Pool 
 
To whom it may concern:  
As a young child, the beginning of summer always brought new hopes and anticipation for how 
my friends and I would spend our scorching days. As my family did not have air-conditioning, 
and Danville on average in the summertime is in the high nineties, the majority of my childhood 
was spent at the Green Valley Pool. All the neighborhood kids would call up one another and 
ride our bikes down to the pool. It was exciting to be able to see everyone in their new suits, 
racing each other, splashing and playing everyone’s favorite water games; marco-polo, colors, 
categories, and diving contests. Naturally the Green Valley Pool was the highlight of my 
childhood, as I spent just about every summer day there from opening to closing time. Often we 
would order pizza for the lifeguards and host barbeques. Our best friends could always be found 
at the pool. 
 

This still holds true today. Now, at the age of 20, I am a head Lifeguard. Originally when 
I applied for the job I told the board members that I wanted to be a staff member, not because it 
was just another summer job, but because I felt I would be giving something back to a place that 
nurtured me and helped me learn important life lessons. The Green Valley Pool was where I first 
learned how to swim. It was where my babysitters worked, also as lifeguards. I learned that hot 
dogs need unlimited sources of ketsup, and how to ride my bike up and down dirt BMX paths. 
The only thing about the Green Valley Pool that has seemed to change is the improved 
landscaping. The Movies Nights, a tradition that started when I was about nine, has continued 
with popcorn machines and state of the art projectors. Much better than the old one that I 
remember helping my best friend’s dad set up that would topple over in the wind. But I think the 
best thing about the Green Valley Pool is the “Mom and Pop” feel. 

 
The Green Valley Pool is the type of a community where families come to congregate. I 

always felt safe there as a kid, knowing that my best friend's parents were there to watch over me 
along with the lifeguards. Today, we have a much larger staff that includes a college graduate 
pool manager, gate guards, junior and head lifeguards. These are the only paid staff members. 
The board members do so much for the pool behind the scenes. They put in countless hours to 
make sure that everything runs safely and smoothly for all workers and members alike. 

 
The Town of Danville is very supportive, believing us to be an asset to the community at 

large and it very much wants the district to continue operating the Green Valley Pool. I know 
that what was said at the latest LAFCO meeting to discuss the future of the pool was essentially 
that they do not believe operating a community swimming pool is an effective use of 
government.  They want to see it privatized. 
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Currently, the only people who pay extra taxes that go towards the pool are the residents 
in Cameo. Having such an asset like a community pool increases their property value, thus the 
Green Valley Pool is an economic asset. In these hard times, one would think that anything that 
raises the value of their home would be a good thing. Another point to mention is that these 
homeowners who pay extra taxes also receive a discounted membership and if the Green Valley 
Pool was to be dissolved, their taxes would still remain the same. 

 
The Green Valley Pool is a community pool that serves members from all over. Yes, 

most are from Danville, however some of the members also come from as far as Orinda in order 
to preserve the relaxed feel of the pool. As a past member, Gate Guard, Green Valley Shark 
Swim Team kid, now turned coach, swim instructor and lifeguard, I ask Danville to please look 
at what makes a community a community. Is it where you are physically placed, or rather the 
bonds that you form and the memories that you make with those who are important in your 
lives? The official vote will be on October 14th to see whether or not LAFCO will take over the 
pool. Please help us represent what your children hold so dear, the memories of summer, the 
Green Valley Pool. 

 
   -Morgan Dillingham 
 
 
I have forwarded a letter from a mother who belongs to the pool. She, her husband, and her 
daughter come to swim regularly every week and her daughter also takes swim lessons at the 
pool. What she has to say represents what many other members have expressed to me over the 
years. 
 
 
Hi Morgan. I'm happy to hear you’re writing an article about the GVP. I feel GVP is a gem left 
unaffected by today's fast paced world. I really love the Green Valley pool. 
 
My thoughts are as follows: 
...should the LAFCO decide to close the GVP they would be losing more then a pool. The GVP 
has managed to maintain what many of its patrons love most...a small town, family friendly 
community where children, young adults, parents and grandparents connect with each other. The 
patrons of GVP come back year after year because GVP is a place where memories are being 
made, children are learning to swim and families can share in what matters most, quality time 
together. 
 
Smiles, 
Jen Romano 
 
 
 




